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AppL No. 10/039,953 

Amdt. Dated 3/16/2004 

Respond to Office actipn dated 09/16/2003 

Please replace the paragraph on page 5, lines 20-26 with tfie amended paragraph: 

FIG. 4 shows one embodimait of a head and tail caching system 400 construc5ted in 
accordance with the present invention. The system 400 includes a FIFO circuit 402, a controller 
404, and a memory 406. The FIFO circuit 402 includes a tail FIFO memory 4©» 4111, a head 
FIFO memory 4W 408 and a multiplexer (mux) 412. In one embodiment, the tail and head 
FIFOs have 256 bytes of memory for data storage. However, the FIFOs may be of any size 
d^oiding on flie caching application. The mux 412 has two ii^mts that can each be sdectively 


coupled to a mux ou^ut. 

Please replace the paragraph on page 1 1 , hnes 9-14 with the amended paragraph: 


At block 814, a determination is made whether the fill level of the head FIFO will allow 
data blocks to be transferred fiom the memory to the head FIFO. If thwe is not enough space 
available in the head FIFO, the method proceeds to block «4i fiifi, where blocks of data continue 
to form in the tail FIFO. If there is enough space in the head FIFO, the mediod proceeds to block 

£16. For example, the controller 404 makes this determination from the head FIFO fill 
indicator 422. 
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